be removed to leave a secure knot and a small hole between the skin and the knot itself -an 'air tie' (Figure 1B) . The skin as a result is not under any unnecessary tension and therefore has a reduced chance of scarring and necrosis. It is also easier for the suture to be cut and removed from the skin when the catheter is removed.
We suggest that this method is both of benefit to patient and practitioner and could be easily adopted as a technique for central venous line attachment. Competing Interests: No external funding and no competing interests declared.
